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ALLEGED CHEQUE 
FRAUD 


A.C. Mack Again Appears’ 
at H.M. Court 


— 


STORY OF $1,000,600 
BANK ACCOUNT 


Another full day was devoted 
yesterday by Mr. C. H. Haines, 
Magistrate, to the taking of further 
evidence in the case of Rex v Mack 
now being heard in H, M. Police 
Court, and after some rather sen- : 
sational evidence had been heard, ; 
the further hearing was again ad- 
journed. For the first time a wit- 
ness for the prosecution was cross- 
examined by counsel for the defence. 

The accused, Arthur Charles | 
| Mack, 52, merchant, stands charged | 
on six separate and distinct counts | 
with participating, in conjunction 
with others, in forgery, obtaining 
and attempting to obtain money by 
fraud, and counterfeiting, whereby 
the Chartered Bank of India, Aus- 
tralia & China Ltd., were defrauded 
of the sum of $136,688.25. 

Mr. John MeNeill (of Messrs Han- 
sons) appeared to prosecute on be- 
half of the S.M.P., while the ac- 
cused was represented by Mr. E. L. 
Hartopp. 


Expert's Opinion 

The first important witness called 
was Auguste Weder, who gave his 
occupation as “typewriter and cal- 
culating machine man,” and, in an- 
swer to various questions gave it as 
his distinct and positive opinion that 
no two typewriting machines had 
the same characteristics, “but that 
given a document, he could infallibly 
point cut the particular machine on 
which the document was written, 
from out of.a number of different 
machines. This mwitness identified 
certain cheques and letters as hav- 
ing been written on certain type-' 
writing machines, one of which had 
been identified as having been taken 
from out of the office of Bush Mack 
& Co. Cross-examined by Mr. Har- 
topn for the defence: Are you 
really able to say whether or not, 
those various documents which have 
been presented to you by counsel 
for thé police, were or were not 
produced on ore or other of. those 
machines without making a test in 
Court, and comparing it here and 
‘now with a specimen of typewriting 
‘from one of those machines taken 
| for the purpose?........ Yes, it is 
possible. 

Witness further stated that he 
; had examined thousands of mach- 
ines, and it was not possible for 
an expert to make a mistake dfter 
he had made a@ careful examination 
of the machine with the typed 
specimen. Mr. Hartopp tried hard 
to shake this witness’ evidence, but 
he adhered to the position he origin- 
ally took up. 


Police Evidence 


Reginald William Yorke, Super- 
intendent in the S.M.P., was then 
called by the prosecution, atid gave 
evidence as to alleged interviews 
which the accused gave to him, and 
to various statements said to have 
been made at such appointments. 
To the admission of this evidence 
Mr Hartopp, strenuously objected, 
but in the end it was decided by the. 
Magistrate that, although it -1s ad-: 
mitted that Mack had at no time 
been cautioned that anything he 
said might be used in _ evidence’ 
against him, yet, in the absence of 
any “suspicion” that the police in-. 
|tended to make an arrest in the 
laccused’s case, he, the Magistrate,' 
would admit such evidence, leaving 
it to the higher court to take fur-' 


ther action if necessary, in the’ 
_ meantime registering counsel’s 
protest. 


| . Witness stated that he first saw 
‘the accused in his office on January 
{19, when he wished to “see Mr, 
| Mack in view of a document which 
I had seen at the Central police 
station, the document in question 
being a specimen signature card on 
the China State bank _ because 
Mack's signature was on it, introduc- 
ing the China Leaf Co., and T was 
making enquiries about such an a/c, : 
On that oceasion I saw a young 
Italian citizen, named Tamburini, 
who was immediately sent off by 
Mack, after he had handed to him 
a letter file, and told to come back 
after lunch. Mack took the file, 
and said: ‘ll show you how I came 
to sign that card, and he then told 
me that about January 5 last a 
foreign male came to his office, and 
gave the name of Camincian, who 
looked like a Greek or a Turk, and 
stated that he wished to obtain 
samples of leaf tobacco and quota- 
tions. The name given was G. S. 
‘Camincian & Co., of 19 Museum 
Road. He showed me a carbon copy 
of a letter which he had written to 
the L. B. Jenkins Tobacco Co. of 
72 Szechuen Road, asking them on 
behalf of Camincian & Co., to quote 
for tobacco, and also, the reply re- 
ceived declining to do so. Mack: 
‘then told me that he again saw 
| Camincian a few days later, and 
was asked by him to introduce him 
to the China State bank for the 
purpose of opening an account and 
before he agreed fo do so, Mack 
stated, he saw his legal adviser as 
to any responsibility he might in- 
cu: by such an introduction. Mack 
hud never known Camincian before 
the January 6. 


Loans To Ionin. 


“T then mentioned to Mack,” con- 
tinued the Superintendent, “that I 
was making enquiries as to a num- 
ber of cheques «which had been 
signed by one P. SoRoloff, drawn 
on the China State. Bank, which 
were in the hands of the police; 
and Mack then told me that on the; 
4th a Russian, named Ionin, had 
given him several post-dated che- 
ques signed by P, Sokoloff, atid, ex- 
plained the redson by saying that 
Ionin had during the past two or 
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three years obtained from him or 
his firm of Bush Mack & Co., sums 
of money totalling $78,000, and his 
firm's affairs were affected by these 
loans to such an exterit that he had | 
told Tonin that he was going to close - 
his firm and that any investigation 
of the firm’s books would mean 
trouble for Ionin. ‘In consequence 
of that talk with Tonin, the latter 
to]d Mack to draw up a list of his 
most pressing debts, which he did, 
and, subsequently on January 4., 
Ionin brought cheques for the 
amount of the most pressing cre- 
ditor’s debts, such cheques _ being 
signed with the name of P. Sokoldff. 
One Million Dollars _, 

“When I saw Mack the next. day, 
Mack commenced to talk about the 
arrest of Tonin, dnd askéd me, a3 


}Yepresenting the police, not to spoil 
shis (Mack’s) chance of getting his 


$78,000 back from Tonin, and Mack 
told me that he knew that Tonin 
had a sum of just over $1,000,000 
in fe hr ge m Marat, 
of Scurato and that he ack 
belfeved he would obtain his $78,000 
which Ponin owed both him and his 
firm. 

“I pooh-poohed this statement of 
one million dollars, but told Mack 
I would make enquiries. I did so 
next day, and saw both Mr. Roberts 
and Mr. Sykes of the Chartered 
Bank, and from them learnt that 
not only was there no such sum as 
one million dollars but that there 
was no such account as Scuratoff.. 
When I told Mack that information 
he was very hard to convince, and' 
for a considerable time he was try- 
ing to explain to me the origin of 
this h 3 tandi 
to_ the cr _scuratolt. e 
amount was originally in gold dol- 
lars, the banks in Shanghai and 
Manila through which this money 
had passed, and he showed me con- 
sular letters verifying the signature 
of Scuratoff, Realising eventually 
that there was no money in _ the 
Chartered Bank, he commenced to! 
again criticise Ionin for swindling 
ete., and Mack then said: ‘If you | 
are convinced that there is no money : 
in the Chartered Bank, I’ll tell you 
a good dea] more about that cheque,’ 
which remark I understood to refer | 
to the cheques signed by Sokoloff, | 
and he then told me that the cheques | 
came from the China State Bank; 
and that they were drawn on the | 
account of the China Leaf seoniaes 
Co.” 

‘At this stage the further hearing | 
was adjourned to January 20 at! 
10 a.m., when the police witness 
will continue his evidence. 
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With reference to the endorsement of the Officer i/o | 


_Special Branch on attached report, I had an interview with 


Dr. Hung Chi, Chief of the 2nd Department at the Bureau of 


Public Safety on the afternoon of December 13 and after 
briefly relating the circumstances under which S.S. Skuratoff _ 
obtained a passport from the Bureau of Public Safety to_ 


enable him to proceed to France, I advised him that in 


future if the Passport Office has any doubt about persons _ 


_ applying for the issue of passports, they should communicate __ 


with the Officer i/c Special Branch and the information 


_ desired would be furnished. Dr. Hung appreciated this 
__ advice and agreed to instruct his subordinates to do 
accordingly. mene ce gsantnine lacie P eiDaieacabane essai 

Dr. Hung informed me confidentially that the 


Council of United Russian Public Organizations at Shanghai 


has been registered with the Social Bureau and the Kuomintang _ 


euoaed ent on 4 wht atenancs : to certificates to Russian __ 


apvlicants for registration. 
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_Special Branch on the attuched report dated December 5, 1955, on _ 


the subject of the alleged arrest by the local Chinese Military _ 
Authorities of a Russian named Skuratoff suspected of being engaged 


_in_ espionage (File D-5464), I have to report that the younger of _ 
_the two men bearing the name S. S. Skuratoff mentioned in the 


_previous report had no documents of identity when registering 
_with the Council of United Russian Public Organizations (SORO), 


oe, 7442 Avenue Joffre. Therefore he was registered with that body 
thet on the strength of a statement in writing made by two other persons 


: 


the correctness of particulars recorded on his registration card _ 


_ (Appendix A). He then was issued with a certificate of 


oe 


_registration (Appendix B) on the strength of which as well as of 
$.0,R.0..) 
a letter from the Counc; Jg2e Sno Public Safety Bureau (Appendix c) 


The latter document was exchanged by Skuratoff on Pebruary 15, 1933, 


of United Public Organizations and well known to that body. 7 


the identity of the guarantors, Three persons bearing the name _ 


the name of the first guarantor) 
_SheLevsky, have been _loonted in Shanghai. They deny having any 


knowledge of Skuratoff. The signature of the Second guarantor 
= is illegible. ; 


No further information is available regarding the other _ 
man named Skuratoff, whose photograph is also attached herewith. | 
| (Appendix D). Qe LP to Ke cer 
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APPENDIX "BY 


Pile No. 76/747. 


Council of United Russian Public Organizations 
at Shanghai. 


November 28, 1933. 


CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION. 


This is to certify that Mr. S. S. Skuratoff, 
a Russian citizen and emigrant, bachelor, born in 
Samara Province (Russia) on the 5th of February, 
1894 is duly registered with this council as a Russian 
emigrant. 

Mr. S. S. Skuratoff arrived in Shanghai from 
Harbin via Yingkow on the 20.11.1932 and took up 
his residence at 421 Avenue du Roi Albert, Inter- 


Savings Apartments. 


P/p/ Chairman 
(Signed) M. I. Afanassieff 
Secretary i/c 


APPENDIX "“c* 


File 77/748 


November 28, 1933. 


Messrs. Bureau of Public Safety, 
City Government of Greater Shanghai. 


MANTAO 
Dear Sir, 


I have much pleasure in recommending to 
your kind attention the bearer of this Mr. S.8. 
Skuratoff, a Russian citizen and emigrant duly 
registered by this community. 

Mr. Skuratoff arrived from Harbin without 
any documents on the 20/11/1932 and is desirous 
at present time to be registered at your Bureau 
and to receive a due certificate of registration. 

Mr. Skuratoff is known to the community 
as a quite reliable and lawful person. 

Therefore, I should be very obliged if you 
would kindly grant Mr. Skuratoff a necessary 
registration and issue him the due certificate. 


Yours faithfully, 
H. G@ Fomin, 
President. 
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3.5. SKURATOFF 
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Russian named Skuratoff on suspicion of sppionaree eee 


DeSet.. Prokofiev... Forwarded by Ue et 


| CW tH ve ofcrence to the attache! cuttin: from the "Shanc:hai . 


ops 


—tTines" of Novesher 16,1923, containins zaport on the subject of . 
_the alleged arrest by the local Chinese Military Authorities of _ 

Russian nuned Gluratoff cusaceted. of_hbeing ensacod in cupionase 
in. China, Su 


| made by him at ‘he proser siacters he was informed ‘nat no such _ 


rintendent Tan Shao-lians states shat upon enquiries 


c 


arrest nad been made by the Jocal Chinese authorities, 
eereeors guiries show that two Russians bearing the whoyo num x 


_reristered with the "Council of tnited Russian Public Or,;anizations 


at Shan-hai" (SORO), Noe442 avenne Joffre, When recistering they 


| gave the following particulars s- 0 


sida SOrgey Sergeievitch Skuratoff, born 5-2-1894 at Samara, 
_ Russia. Bachelor, Merchant by occupation, Arrived in 


_Shanvhai from Harbin via Yingkow on 20-11-32, Resides 


at the Intersaving Apartments 272. pA SS 2m 
_ 2. Sergey Sergeiecvitch Skuratoff, born 20-10-1867 at Perm, 


Russia, ‘Vidower, Merchant by ocevgation., Arrived in 


Shanghai from Hurbin on 29-4-38, Resides at No, 157-a _ 


Seward Roade 


_On FPebruary 15, 1933, the first named individual obtained 


_from the Shanjhai Burcou of Public Safety a passport to enable him 


| to proceed to France "via British and French ports", On that 
a a 
| occasion he save his address as 491 Avenne du Roi Albert and stated 


that he was employed with Marden & Co. From enquiries made it was 


ascertained that there is no such address as "No,491 Avenue du Roi 
Albert" and that no Russian named Skuratoff had been employed with 


Marden & Co~ Ltd., No.el0 Hankow Road. 


lg The “Shanghai Times" report above referred to was reprinted 
by the local Russian newspapers on Movember 17, However, no 
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ormation has been so far reecived by cither the Council of the 


sign Public Organizations or the Russian Mnicrants_ 


_ Committee to the effeet that any of loeal Russian residonts bearing 


the above or a similar nane has_hbeen -sissing,. 
that 
aus. .. _£bis of interest so note/the Pollowing io 


_the North Ching Daily. Meva_of September 12,1935 s- 
sds Hitt NR. Vie PaeBuyetorr,. Loxmeriy of Caritormig. 


U.Sea., is requested to communicate vith 


hoe pagieci eta a PG, UNCER ST ene ds 5 pre ene a gs oo 
iusso, Fisher & Wilhelm, _ 
71 Szechuen Roade™® 


__. ... In an interview ith the undsorsisned Dr, Wilhelm stated that 


2 similur notice as svblished by him in the same nevsnaner on = 


4ae4—193S. On both occasions he acted on instructions of a client 


who gave her name as Mrs, O.M.Skuratoff uni jer address 2 Hurnony 
Ld ose ner name | y 


terrace, ‘Jathout entering in details D>. #ilnelm_expluined that 


the idea of Sis clinnt va, to induce Mr. 3S siurateff to call at 


a certain 


his office in or’er to -2t head of him in connection wit 


| Monetary transaction. Skuratoff, however, failed to put up in an 


pearance, or to communicate with the above lav firm, As the ihole 


air seemed to Dr. Wilhelm rather strance, he refused to dea 


in ‘ : : 
at _No,12 Harmony terrace, Avenue Joffre, which is 


2 


& boarding house, show that no one bearings the nuane ; Skurat 


resided at this address. 


Enquiries have failed to locate any person named Skuratoff 


to confirm the report of the "Shan:hai Times", 
a) [2 Ce Ko Ps 
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NOTICE 


R. S. S. SKURATOFF, formerly 
of California, U.S.A., is request- 
ed to communicate with the under- 
signed. 
MUSSO, FISCHER & WILHELM 
G1 Szechuen Read. 
re 8645 
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